Pulmonary superoxide dismutase activity in the mouse infected with Ancylostoma caninum larvae.
Albino mice were infected per os with 1000 infective larvae of Ancylostoma caninum and pulmonary superoxide dismutase activity was studied after completion of lung migration. The total superoxide dismutase activity per mg of lung protein was elevated by 15% in infected mice. Of the two forms of superoxide dismutases studied, that containing Cu-Zn was elevated by 44%. This suggests that A. caninum in mice may result in histopathological changes leading to transient pulmonary oxygen toxicity.